
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Re: Billed Party Preference CC Docket No. 92-77

Dear Sheriff Rupf,

Sheriff Warren Rupf
651 Pine Street, 7th Floor
Martinez, CA 94553

The Inmate Welfare Fund (IWF) contracts with local non-profits
and other service providers for educational and human service programs
which benefit the inmates and, as a consequence, also their families.

It has come to the attention of FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra
Costa County that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
considering a proposal called "Billed Party Preference" to change the
method by which long distance telephone companies are selected for
operator-assisted calls (including collect calls from jails). "Billed Party
Preference" (BPP) will prevent inmate phone service providers from
carrying the calls generated at the jails - with no revenues from those
collect calls, there will be no inmate phone service commissions which
are a major source of revenue to the Inmate Welfare Fund.

Last year FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra Costa County serviced
over 8,500 inmate requests. In total, between our two programs
(Family Services and Detention Services), we responded to over 9,800
client contacts. That figure represents an increase of 14% over the
8.500 contacts in 1992 and a 44% increase in services over the 6.800
contacts we responded to in 1991.

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

Flea OOJS[)E In Contra Costa
A Crime Prevention Agency Working With Jail and Prison Inmates and Their Families

1127 Escobar Street • Martinez, California 94553 • 7., (510) 228-0644

August 25.1994 RlECt:/IIED
"'-"-1 ',"",
~.......

ADVISORY BOARD

WM'Nft E. Rupf
Sherlff-COroner
Contra Costa County

GenIId S. Buck
Chief Probation Officer
Contra Costa County

Judte WIIIIIIm R. Channell
AlI80Ciate Justice
Court of Appeal (Retll'9d)

ChrtdMDean
Chief of Pollee
Danville, CA

Donald • Dorothy Flbuah
Community Sponsor
Children's Lobbyist

'Nderlck C. Kreeke
Attorney

Joel Keller
Mayor
CIty of Antioch, CA

LarryF.lMI
Asat. Adult Division Director
County Probation Dept.
Qeorge ......r
U.S. Congressman, 7th District
Callfomia

John A. Nefedly
Former District Attomey
Former State Senator
Contra Costa County

RIcMrcl K. R.My
Assemblyman, 15th District
State of Callfomia

EIIMn Robertehaw
Bank of America

Rev. KeIth M. Spooner
Chaplain, Juvenile Hall

STAFF

Mery Ann Van Buren
Administrative Director

.....,.nne P. Weichert
Development Director

Bunny C8V8gnero
Family Services Coordinator

eMrIM • Carol G....
Detention Coordinators

Mery NorcIhelm
Jail Representative
West County Justice Center

I know that you are aware of the value of the services our
organization provides to your department. My concern is for the
thousands of men, women, and children in our county who will not
receive our help if the Inmate Welfare Fund (IWF) is depleted of a major
source of revenue - thereby canceling the opportunity for contracted
services with FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra Costa.

The passage of. the "Billed Party Preference" by the FCC would
in fact do just that - deplete the IWF of a major revenue source. The
IWF contracted services are a sound way of dealing with rimates
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educational and human service needs - at no cost to the taxpayers (since these are not state
or county funds). These services are provided without depleting the Sheriff's Department
budget as well.

On behalf of the thousands of men, women, and children we work with each and every
year, I urge you to do what you can to ensure that the local telephone service provider used
by our county jails, does not lose out through the proposed "Billed Party Preference" currently
being considered by the FCC. The cost to that business would be tremendous, but the cost
to the community, through potential loss of IWF contracted services, would be devastating.

Sincerely,

~ili~9£
Maryanne P. Weichert
Development Director

cc: The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

Honorable James Ouello, Commissioner
Honorable Andrew Barrett, Commissioner ......-­
Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner

Congressman George Miller
Congressman William Baker

Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Diane Feinstein



FRIENDS OUTSIDE
in

Contra Costa County
(A Crime PnWrlion/Crlsis Interverrlio" Agency)

serving the needs
of the local community

for over 25 years

The mission of FRIENDS OUTSIDE
in Contra Costa is to assist incarcer­
ated and/or fonnerly incarcerated
persons and their families with the
immediate and long tenn adverse
effects of incarceration; and, to act
as a bridge between those we serve,
the community at large, and the
criminal justice system.

In 1993, FRIENDS OUTSIDE in
Contra Costa responded to over 9.800
client contacts, each one generating
multiple types of services to men/
women/children within the county (an
increase in services of14% over 1992
and 44% over 1991).

office hours:
Monday through Friday

9:00 - 3:00

1127 Escobar St.
Martinez, CA 94553

(510)
228-0644



FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra Costa is a crime
prevention/crisis intervention agency serving the needs
of the community since 1969.

We are here:
• whenfamilies/individualsjindthemselves in a time

of crisis because a family memberis in the crimi­
nal justice system;

• to show that support and alternatives are available;
• to put people in touch with the services they need

to get on with their lives;
• helping families/individuals/inmates/ex-offenders

become more self sufficient and responsible,'
• to assist those who want our help and those who

need our services.

FRIENDS OUTSIDE in Contra Costa currently
operates two programs:

FAMILY SERVICES: working with the needs, fears,
and concerns of families/individuals who ha~'e a
family member in the criminal justice system...
• enurg.IICJ foo4IdotItiag • 1wtIIeleu issues •
drug/tJ1coluJl nWiIitDtIolI nftrrals • job lrtIbting
infoTffllltioIl • support group • .ligibk dum an
S01'nl in the oDie. tIII4 011 the pM'" • infomudioll
tWlJilDbk 011 ftJlllilJ mac. iuua, pf III conjlid
nsolutiollS, child tlbus. ~ drug isnus, :supports
tWlJilDbk 10 ".tJ .{tutIi&sruuliYitlUIlb bdIIr their lives
• speciIJI Christnuu prognuru

DETENTION SERVICES: provides services to in­
mates who are incarcerated within the Contra
Costa County detention system...
• nspolUl:s tlindlJ 10 ill,,"," npatr • colllot:b IIIUI
nla] IMssageslHdwe.1I i1111U1tn~fiutUJJ IUmben in
.lMrgellCJ situlltiollS • nfen nqrum 10 other appro­
priaU jail progrruru (IMIIItIl ".,., JIU4iaIl, 1iIJrru],
c1ulp1Dill, nlllCtlliDIIJ •~ witIIsodtJl SOlIiee
agellc~s ill etMrgftlCJ :s#huItio1lS (b. W.ffan, Ultem­
ploJlM1It, MDC, Sectiolt 8, CIriIJl hrMdiPe Senice.,)
• colllot:b IaWlen, publk tle/e1ukn, probtltiolt offi­

cers, de. within the t:rimiIUIJjustke SJ*'" • rerijies
elltitlelMllllo tuUl aultes tlUlluJrirA cMcu for ilullates
• purrluuesapproJWlUlllllllot O1I)11il collUlfi.rsDr1 with
iII",,*'s fwuh • pro,. clothing for jury triol
tuUl/or nle4se • tlistribuln tlolUlld. gnetillg carris


